
The Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights 
Field Department (the field team) provides grassroots 
consultation, advocacy coordination, support, and 
assistance to national, state, and local organizations 
regarding field campaigns around important civil and 
human rights issues. The team is based in Washington, 
D.C., with a satellite office in Atlanta, Georgia.

Overview of National, State, and Local Work
Nationally, the field team convenes and provides field 
outreach and guidance to the coalition’s more than 200 
national civil and human rights organizations on a broad 
range of issues. With that focus, the field team provides 
field outreach and advocacy, and public education 
campaign guidance, on a broad range of issues. 

For example, through national coalition efforts, the 
field team has played a role in implementation of 
field campaigns for legislative victories, including: 
the Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act 
of 2008, the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009, the 
Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes 
Prevention Act of 2009, and the Dodd-Frank Wall Street 
Reform and Consumer Protection Act of 2010.

Further, when resources permit, the field team works 
in collaboration with local organizations to conduct 
national direct-service, public outreach campaigns such 
as the Digital Television Transition (DTV) campaign or 
the 2010 Census education campaign.

The field team also works throughout the country with 
local organizations to provide assistance and support to 
local coalitions’ work in their communities. This support 
includes field outreach and advocacy, and public 
education campaign guidance. The team collaborates 

with leaders in states including: Arizona, Colorado, 
Georgia, Maine, Mississippi, Nebraska, Pennsylvania 
and Texas. As just one example, in Nebraska, the field 
team has worked with coalitions around preserving 
equal opportunity, as well as judicial nominations and 
immigration reform education.

In concert with The Leadership Conference’s policy and 
communications departments, the field team works 
proactively to create rapid response mechanisms on 
important federal civil and human rights issues with 
national coalitions in Washington D.C., and state and 
local coalitions in key states.  

Support Provided to National and State 
Coalition Members
The field department is proud to offer an array of 
services to both national and local partners to help 
support their work. These services include:

•	 Strategic Campaign Development, Guidance, and 
Execution (when applicable)

•	 Webinars, National Conference Calls, and Legislative 
Updates

•	 Legislative Email Action Alerts

•	 Trainings and Workshops on Coalition-Building, 
Community Outreach, Grassroots Advocacy, and Key 
Civil and Human Rights Issues

•	 Media Readiness Training (in conjunction with the 
Communications Department)

•	 Educational Material Development, Grassroots 
Toolkit, Resource Guides, and Fact Sheets

•	 Support in Organizing Press Briefings, Lobby Days, 
and Coalition Convenings

The Leadership Conference Field Department



Who We Are

Ellen Buchman, Vice President, Field Operations, Buchman@civilrights.org

Anjali Thakur-Mittal, Deputy Director for Field Operations/Director for Americans for a Fair Chance, 
ThakurMittal@civilrights.org

•	 Equal Opportunity, Education, Financial Reform, Economic Security (e.g. Half in Ten Campaign), Capacity Building

Erica Swanson, Deputy Director for Field Operations, Swanson@civilrights.org

•	 Judicial Nominations, CEDAW, Transportation Equity, Capacity Building

Catherine Han Montoya, Senior Field Program Manager (Atlanta Office), Montoya@civilrights.org

•	 Immigration, Capacity Building, Multicultural Issues

Whitney Gusby, Field Associate, Gusby@civilrights.org

•	 CEDAW, Equal Opportunity, Financial Reform, Economic Security (e.g. Half in Ten Campaign) 

Jheanelle Wilkins, Field Assistant, Wilkins@civilrights.org

•	 Immigration, Education, General Field Support

For all other questions, please feel free to contact us at grassroots@civilrights.org

Be sure to “Like” The Leadership Conference on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/civilandhumanrights and 
follow us on Twitter @civilrightsorg!


